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May 21, 2022  10:00 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 
 

Ordination to the Order of Deacon for Jack Christopher Pfeiffer 
(Readings of the Day: Acts 6:1-7;Eph.4:1-7, 11-13; Jn. 15:9-17) 

 
 

Beginning of Mass: Words of Welcome 
 

As we continue celebrating the Joy of the Easter Season, we can truly 
proclaim: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

Welcome, one and all----Welcome to all those present here in our Cathedral, 
and welcome to all who are joining us virtually as well---as we come together to 
celebrate the Ordination to the Diaconate of Jack Christopher Pfeiffer. 

In particular, I want to welcome the members of our Deacon-Elect’s home 
parish of St. Margaret in Otsego, along with his long-time pastor Fr. Don Klingler 
and his current pastor Fr. Simon; to his extended family, his relatives and dear 
friends; and in a special way to Jack’s Grandparents, his brother Trey and his sister 
Elyse, and to his proud parents, Cindy and Peter.  

Welcome to all our deacons and priests who are able to be with us today.  In 
particular I welcome Fr. Peter Van Rooyen, and Fr. Stephen Pullis, representing 
the Administration and Faculty of Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, where 
Jack and our Seminarians are so well formed and prepared for ministry.  In 
addition, I welcome a number of Jack’s Classmates from Sacred Heart: five of 
them already ordained Deacons, and several others as well, whose home 
Dioceses include Detroit, Lansing, Winona, Marquette and the Chaldean Eparchy 
of St. Thomas. 

On a special note, though I’ve already welcomed those who are joining us 
virtually, I want to acknowledge in a special way our own priest, Fr. Bruno Okoli, 
who is joining us from Nairobi in Kenya, and who today----along with his 
classmates here, including Fr. Jose, Fr. Paul Redmond, and Fr. Andrew 
Raczkowski, are celebrating their 6th anniversary of Priestly Ordination today.  
Welcome, Fr. Bruno---we miss you! 

Finally, as we prepare to celebrate this holy Mass, I would ask us all to be 
mindful of all those in our area who suffered damage from last night’s severe 
storms, especially in Gaylord, our Sister Diocese, where a tornado hit and caused 
much damage, injuries and took the life of at least one person.  May God give them 
strength.  
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I’m so grateful for the presence of all of you here for this Mass as we give 
thanks to God for all His blessings. 

 
As we pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit thru this ancient rite of 

Ordination, let us prepare ourselves to celebrate Jesus’ Presence here among us 
in His Word and in the Eucharist by first of all calling to mind our sins, and asking 
God’s mercy and forgiveness.  
 
 
 

Homily: 
 

My brother priests and deacons; family, friends, parishioners of St. Margaret 
Parish; Visitors; members of our Family of Faith, those here present and those 
joining us virtually---all of us, sisters and brothers in Christ:  Peace be with you! 

 
This is truly a joyful day---not just for our Diocese, but for the entire Church---a 

day that gives us all great reason to rejoice.  That thunderous round of applause 
that we heard resounding through our Cathedral is an expression of a host of 
emotions we might be feeling:  pride, joy, happiness, relief, excitement, and 
perhaps most of all, thanksgiving to God for what we are about to experience in 
this Rite of Ordination, when with the “laying on of hands” and thru the power of 
the Holy Spirit, this young man----your son, your relative, your friend, and our 
brother in Christ---will be ordained, set apart, to join with me in the works of God 
as a Deacon, the first rank of Holy Orders. 

 
As we heard so beautifully in the First Reading this morning from the Acts of 

the Apostles, the Order of Deacons came about directly from the Apostles 
themselves, who saw a particular need for those specially devoted to works of 
Charity and to assist them in the mission of the Church.  But what is so important 
for us to make sure that we heard clearly is that while the Apostles identified the 
need, it was the “community” who selected the candidates. The Apostles 
provided the criteria and the number.  As we heard them say: “Brothers, select 
seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom”.  Then, the community 
identified them.  Only then did the Apostles “appoint” them, that is, ordain them, 
by “praying over them and laying hands on them.”   And so today, I want to 
emphasize what an important role you---the Faithful---play in helping to identify, 
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encourage and support young men as they consider God’s calling to Ordained 
ministry in the Church.  Our Diocese, and the Church in general, is in great need of 
additional Vocations, and I encourage all of us to pray for Vocations, but also to 
encourage young men to consider becoming a priest as an important choice to 
consider.  That is why, on behalf of all of us, I thank you, Cindy and Peter, Trey 
and Elyse, and all Jack’s extended family and his parish family of St. Margaret, for 
“identifying” and “encouraging” Jack.  That is what enabled you, Jack, to discern 
much more clearly the Vocational call you were hearing, even though you had 
previously seen your life and career going in a different direction.  Thru your 
family’s support, with your own discernment---the willingness to give of yourself--
- and because of the Grace of God, Jack, you have been appointed; your Seminary 
formators have recommended you; and in just a few moments, I will have the 
great privilege of praying over you and laying hands upon you. 

 
And all those important factors are what gave me the confidence, just a few 

moments ago, to publicly state, on behalf of the Church:  “We choose this, our 
brother, for the Order of the Diaconate”. But there was more to that statement 
than that “We choose Jack.”  The first part of that statement is what’s of critical 
importance: “Relying on the help of the Lord God and our Savior Jesus Christ”.  
“We” make the choice, but first—last---and always, we must “rely on the help of 
God”. 

 
It was God Who called us from the first moment of our conception; it was God 

who chose us in Baptism.  And it is that foundational “calling” that challenges us 
all to live lives of holiness.  That is what St. Paul was “urging” us to do in our 
Second Reading:  to live in a manner worthy of the calling…with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another, through love.”  And 
furthermore, we are all charged with “preserving the unity of the Spirit….for 
building up the Body of Christ.”  Jack, having lived your life “worthy of that basic 
calling”, we rejoice that God continues to call you today to your lived Vocation of 
Holy Orders, as you are about to be ordained a Deacon, and a year from now, God 
willing, to be ordained a Priest. 

 
As we are all aware, our Diocese has been celebrating a special “Jubilee Year of 

the Holy Spirit”.  Having celebrated our 50th Anniversary as a Diocese last July, we 
have been praying in a very intentional way throughout this year for the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit to help to renew our Faith and to fill our hearts with that same 
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fervor and zeal which the Apostles received on that first Pentecost, and which 
then sent them forth to begin the mission of the Church.  From that moment until 
now, that same Holy Spirit has been guiding the Church.  And the criteria used for 
those first Deacons remains a basic criteria for anyone ordained---to be 
“reputable, and filled with wisdom and the Holy Spirit”.   The Instruction from the 
Ordination Rite sums up the ministry of a Deacon in this way: “he will help the 
Bishop and his priests in the ministries of the Word, of the altar, and of charity, 
showing himself to be a servant of all.”  

 
It is Christ-like “service” that is at the heart of what Holy Orders is all about.  

While the Order of Priesthood and the Order of Bishop are also called to “lives of 
service”, it is foundational to the Diaconate.  The Gospel passage we heard 
proclaimed this morning reminds us about what Christ-like “service” means.  
Shortly before Jesus said these words to the Apostles at the Last Supper, He had 
gotten up from the Table, put an apron around His waist, took a bowl with a 
pitcher of water, and got down on His hands and knees to wash the feet of each 
and every one of them, including the one whom He knew would deny Him, and 
even the one who would betray Him.  And Jesus asked them: “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?” Then Jesus said: “What I just did was to give you an 
example; as I have done, so you must do.” 

 
Service means so much more than being kind, offering a compliment, or doing 

nice things; it means following Jesus’ example.  In today’s Gospel, after Jesus said: 
“You are to love one another as I have loved you”, Jesus said: “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends when 
you do what I command you.”  This ministry of charity, of the Word, and of the 
Altar all focus on loving others as Jesus has loved us----willingly, generously, 
completely, and unconditionally.  It means to lay down your life, Jack, for all those 
you are commanded to love as Jesus loves, and that’s everyone. 

 
In just a few minutes, Jack will make seven significant promises, which 

reflect his conscious and intentional decision to give himself completely and 
to lay down his life in Christ-like service to the Church.   Jack, I’d like to focus 
on three of those 7 for a couple minutes, for your consideration. 

   
1)The life-long promise of Celibacy:  Beginning with the Order of Transitional 
Deacon, those in Holy Orders enter into a spousal relationship with Christ and His 
Church. We commit our entire selves—mind, body and spirit—to a permanent, 
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sacramental union with Jesus. We do this out of love and fidelity to the God who 
made us in His image and likeness and who has called us to put aside everyone 
and everything else so that we can follow our Lord Jesus Christ. With your 
promise of celibacy, Jack, you will become “wedded” to Christ. And by remaining 
faithful to this promise throughout your life, you are given a special freedom and 
availability to love and serve all others in the example of Christ with a joyful and 
generous heart. 

 
2) The promise to be a man of Prayer:  Jack, I know you to be a very prayerful 

person, and that is also very clear to all those who know you.  We are grateful 
that your practice of prayer was fostered and nurtured in the Domestic Church of 
your family growing up thru the example and practice of your parents; and it has 
grown even more deeply through your years of Seminary formation.   But in a few 
moments, you will formalize this special Promise to nurture and grow the loving 
relationship you already have with God---Father, Son and Holy Spirit; you will 
promise to be a man of prayer, not just for yourself, but for the good and growth 
of the Church, and for the needs of the whole world.  You promise to be a man of 
Prayer for the needs of all.  Pope Francis recently reaffirmed the importance of 
prayer for priests when he said: “A priest who does not pray regularly, slowly 
extinguishes the Fire of the Spirit within.” Jack, I can’t emphasize this point 
strongly enough, both to you, and to all our priests and deacons who are here 
with us today.  I think we can all become prone to the temptation to allow our 
prayer to become routine; perhaps even at times when our schedules become 
very busy, and our days are full, to omit prayer all together.  Prayer is a spiritual 
life-line that keeps our Vocation alive; we can never allow the busy-ness of parish 
life, or the ongoing demands of your academic formation---as important as they 
are---to allow you to short-change your relationship with the Lord.  Just as 
communication is key in a marital relationship, so too is prayer in your spousal 
relationship with Christ. Prayer isn’t just an obligation, or some requirement 
imposed upon us. Prayer needs to be so much more than “getting our Office 
done”. We need to “spend time” with Jesus every morning, afternoon, evening 
and night-time.  The moment we start giving up on that, as Pope Francis so 
pointedly reminds us, the “life of the Spirit of Jesus” will diminish; our 
relationship, like a branch connected to Jesus, the Vine, will begin to wither.  

  
3) Finally, the promise of Obedience.  As with the Promise of Celibacy, this 

virtue of Christ-like Obedience can lead to a life of genuine freedom, which may 
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very well sound like a contradiction in terms.  As with all virtues, we need to 
consider how obedient Jesus was to His Heavenly Father.  Jesus’ constant refrain 
was that He came into the world to do the will of His Father; in the Our Father, He 
taught us to pray “Thy will be done”; on the night before He died, as He endured 
His Agony in the Garden, asking the Father to take this “Cup away” Him, Jesus 
concluded: “Not my will, but yours be done”, which was the ultimate example of 
Jesus handing over His life in obedience to the will of the Father.  But ultimately, it 
was Jesus’ Obedience that freed Him to embrace His Passion and Death, and 
thereby accomplish the Redemption of all humanity.  Jack, today you promise 
obedience to me and my successors. I can tell you right now that this promise, in 
some ways, is the most challenging of all.  As with all Virtues, we need to embrace 
this virtue with a spirit of joy, and a desire to live it as well as you possibly can.  If 
we approach any virtue only as a burden, something to be tolerated, or to follow 
only because it’s an obligation, then the practice stops being “virtuous” and is 
only a “discipline”.  Obedience is perhaps more challenging than others because 
we all have a tendency to want to be in charge of our own lives; to give that 
direction over to someone else is never easy.  It’s particularly difficult if we follow 
the premise that “I know best” rather than in giving that over to one who has 
authority over us.  The best Model we have to follow in that regard is our Lord 
and Savior Jesus.  For us to pray the prayer Jesus prayed----“not my will, but Yours 
be done”---is very challenging; but it is the pathway to true freedom and a 
wonderful channel for growth in holiness.  The virtue of Obedience----the 
willingness to do what is asked of you----opens up wonderful new opportunities in 
God’s Divine Plan, if you choose to see those moments as such.  

 
With these 3 Promises in mind in particular, and all 7 of them that you are 

about to make, St. Paul’s prayer in today’s Second Reading puts them into the 
proper context:  “Grace was given to each of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift…for building up the Body of Christ…until we all attain to mature 
manhood…in the full stature of Christ.” 

 
The first group of Deacons, whom the Community chose and the Apostles 

ordained by the laying on of hands, lived at a far different time 2000 years ago 
than the world in which we live today.  These times in which we are living are 
truly difficult and challenging in so many ways.  But Jack, our Loving God has 
chosen you to be ordained in the midst of these challenges, even as it is God’s 
Plan for all of us to be here, accompanying you, at this same time.  So, all of us 
can be very confident that the same Holy Spirit, Who filled those first “seven 
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reputable men, filled with wisdom and the Holy Spirit”, is with us, here and now, 
guiding us, inspiring us, en-couraging us, and filling us with the Gifts of the 
Spirit that we need to be faithful to what God has chosen us to do.   

 
And so, Jack, my dear Son in the Lord, I pray that you can be filled with Joy, 

and be assured that God will always give you what you need, as long as you 
remain open, willing, and ready to “remain in love” with the One Who calls you 
“friend”, so that you can lay down your life for your ‘friends’.  And Jack, along 
with my brother Deacons, Priests and all of us gathered here with you, let us 
pray for the intercession of our dear Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, the Protector of 
the Church, and our Diocesan Patron, the great St. Augustine, to give us all—
Bishop, Priests, Deacons and lay faithful—the graces we need to continue 
“loving one another as Jesus has loved us” so that “Jesus’ Joy will be within us and 
our joy may be complete.”   

 
 God bless you, now and always! 


